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and Personal

Classes for the masses are good, but some
istructors offer lessons of your choosing—in
your boat and on your local waterways.

By JiMm GORANT AnND Kim Kavin

PHOTOGRAPHS By

ust a v Paul
Lowenste n was part of that amor-
phous mess of first-time boaters
who don't know what the heck
they're dueng.
The Wi shington Township. New
Jersey. res-dent and clectrical busi-
ness owner bought a Four Winns 248 Visia
Crusser to share with his wife and four-year-
old som on the waters near Brick Township.
He brought the boat home. got himself a slip
and tried to enjoy s new hobby:

The idea guick y lost its romance.

“Where my slip is. it's almost impossi-
bie to get in and oat without some experi-
ence.” Lowenstein savs, “The first time |
went ot | was blown all over the place.
Fvery time Twent back to the dock. T had
anxiety attacks ard had people ruming
around evervwhere”

Lowenstein war the prototypical “line
guy” in the world ¢ boating, the kind who
spends S100.000 or $200.000 on a week-
ender-—the kind who keeps most dealer-
ships m business. He ok delivery from a
salesman, dismissed what littde wlk he
heard about classrcom lessons offered by
the US. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the
LS. Power Squad-on and walked away
with his new command.

yvears  ago.

MICHAEL Berman

He was, for all intents and purposes. a
boater.

“The only document you nced to buy a
boat is & check.” laments New Jersey-
based captain Russ Cohen. “No one cares
about how much experience or skill you
have, just how much money. It’s crazy™

Cohen, by chance, became the reason
Lowenstein stuck with boating. The long-
time captain is among a few industry vet-
erans who not only see a need for change
in welcoming first-timers to the sport. but
who have put themselves at the forefront
of a broader movement in boater educa-
ton. In recent years. a few of these for-
ward-thinkers have crcated ways
boaters to receive instruction at all levels
on their own boats. at their own docks. in
their own local waters.

These lessons arc a step beyond the
hands-on education offered by agencies
that teach aboard company-owned ves-
sels. The newer breed have found ways to
teach. suy. a Sea Ray owner in Long Isfand
Sound not about boating in general. but
about navigating his brand-new Sun-
dancer near his marina, even about dock-
ing in his own shp

The need, as Cohen sees it. is simple:
“What’s the purpose of going out to fearn

for

Right: Russ Coben, jor r;zdce of Boathov Marine Truining, prov ldv\ guidance as Paul Loveenstein
motors oud of @ marin and fellow student Charlio ,\lumun fowks on. The lesson is on Lowenstein s
ovwar Fowr Winas 24 at Bronnan Marina, on the Metedeconk River in By ok, New Jerser:







